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preserved. Johnson was not the less ready to love Mr. Langton, for his being of a very ancient family; for I have heard him say, with pleasure, ' Langton, Sir, has a grant of free warren from Henry the Second; and Cardinal Stephen Langton, in King John's reign, was of this family1.'
Mr. Langton afterwards went to pursue his studies at Trinity College, Oxford, where he formed an acquaintance with his fellow student, Mr. Topham Beauclerk2; who, though their opinions and modes of life were so different, that it seemed utterly improbable that they should at all agree, had so ardent a love of literature, so acute an understanding, such elegance of manners, and so well discerned the excellent qualities of Mr. Langton, a gentleman eminent not only for worth and learning, but for an inexhaustible fund of entertaining conversation3, that they became intimate friends.
Johnson, soon after this acquaintance began, passed a considerable time at Oxford4. He at first thought it strange that Langton should associate so much with one who had the character of being loose, both in his principles and practice; but, by degrees, he himself was fascinated. Mr. Beauclerk's being of the St. Alban's family, and having, in some particulars, a resemblance to Charles the Second, contributed, in Johnson's
1 'George   Langton,'   writes   Mr.     'a very tall,  meagre,' long-visaged
Best   in   his   Memorials   (p.   66),     man, much resembling a stork stand-
' shewed me his pedigree with the     ing on  one  leg near the  shore in
names and arms of the families with     Raphael's cartoon of the Miraculous
which his own had intermarried.    It     Draught of Fishes.     His  manners
was engrossed on a piece of parch-     were, in the highest degree, polished;
ment   about ten inches broad, and     his  conversation mild, equable and
twelve to fifteen feet long.   "It leaves     always pleasing.'    Best's Memorials,
off at the reign of Queen Elizabeth,"     p. 62.    Miss Hawkins writes :--' If I
said he.'                                               were called, on to name the person
° Topham Beauclerk was the only     with whom Johnson might have been
son of Lord Sidney Beauclerk, fifth     seen to the fairest advantage, I should
son of the first Duke of St. Alban's.     certainly name Mr. Langton.'   Miss
He was therefore the great-grandson     Hawkins's Memoirs,  i.   144.     Mrs.
of Charles II. and Nell Gwynne.   He     Piozzi wrote in 1817 :—'I remember
was born in Dec. 1739.    In my Dr.     when  to have Langton at a man's
Johnson: His Friends and his Critics     house stamped him at once a lite-
I have put together such facts as I     rary character.'    Hayward's Pioesi,
could find about Langton and Beau-     ii. 203.
clerk-                                                      ' In the summer of 1759. Seefasf,
3 Mr. Best describes Langton as-     under April 15, 1758, and 1759.
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